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USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB.PINT.FR 

SUBJECT: TRADE UNION SPECULATION ON ELECTION EVE 

REF: PARIS 5436 

1 . SUMMARY: ON THE EVE OF THE DECISIVE SECOND ROUND, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 09401 180508Z 

THE REFORMIST UNIONS BELIEVE THAT THE MAJORITY WILL BE 
RETURNED TO POWER, AND THAT THIS WILL MEAN NOT ONLY A 
LIVELY SPRING, BUT A POSSIBLE REALIGNMENT IN THE 
COUNTRY'S POLITICAL AND TRADE UNION GROUPINGS. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. WITH THE DECISIVE SECOND ELECTION ROUND APPROACH 
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ING, THE SPECULATION AMONGST THE REFORMIST TRADE 
UNIONS IS THAT THE MAJORITY IS VIRTUALLY ASSURED RE- 
ELECTION. SEEN FROM THE TRADE UNION PERSPECTIVE, THE 
DEFEAT OF THE LEFT IS CERTAIN TO BE FOLLOWED BY A 
MASSIVE CGT CAMPAIGN. PARTICULARLY IN THE AUTO 
INDUSTRY, TO PUT AN END TO "AUSTERITY". (WE HAVE 
INDEPENDENTLY LEARNED THAT RENAULT KNOWS TROUBLE IS 
COMING AND WHERE.) THE PURPOSE OF THIS CAMPAIGN 
WILL BE NOT MERELY TO END THE BARRE PLAN (WHICH IS 
SEEN AS FINISHED ANYWAY), BUT TO TRY TO FORCE A NOW 
UNWELCOME UNITY OF ACTION UPON THE CFDT. THE HOPE 
AMONGST THE REFORMISTS IS THAT THAT UNION’S MODERATE 
WING WILL BE ABLE TO FEND OFF THE CGT EFFORTS, AND 
PURSUE ITS INTENDED POLICY, WHICH PARALLELS THEIR 
OWN: SECTOR BY SECTOR NEGOTIATION ON BREAD AND 
BUTTER ISSUES. 

3. IN THIS CONNECTION, IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE 

THAT THE ANTICIPATED DEFEAT OF THE LEFT IS INTERPRETED 
AS THE FORERUNNER OF POSSIBLE MAJOR POLITICAL CHANGES, 
PARTICULARLY AS FAR AS THE PS IS CONCERNED. THUS, 

ONE SENIOR FO OFFICIAL, HIMSELF A MEMBER OF THE PS, 
BELIEVES THAT BOTH MITTERRAND AND THE POLICY OF THE 
ALLIANCE WITH THE COMMUNISTS ARE FINISHED IF THE LEFT 
DOES NOT WIN ON SUNDAY. IN SUCH AN EVENT, HE FORESEES 
AN EFFORT TO CHANGE THAT PARTY AROUND, BREAKING WITH 
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THE CERES ELEMENTS IN THE PROCESS, SO AS TO MOVE INTO 
ALLIANCE WITH THE PRESIDENT S FORCES. IN CONNECTION 
WITH SUCH A POSSIBLE SHIFT, THAT SAME OFFICIAL - 
AMONGST OTHER FO OFFICIALS - NOTED THAT A WORKING 
ALLIANCE BETWEEN FO AND THE CFDT MODERATES IS "NOT 
EXCLUDED". 

4. COMMENT: WHILE SPECULATION REMAINS THAT, AND 
NOTHING MORE, THERE DOES INDEED SEEM TO BE SIGNS OF 
CHANGE IN THE AIR, AND A TURBULENT SPRING. 

HARTMAN 
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